GEOLOGICAL
of fracture thus imagined may be briefly designated a conckoidal fracture.
On the cross-joint faces, or surfaces of transverse ] numerous instances he has noticed roughly figured raj out from or converging towards the centre or some ot spot in the face. These appeared to him, from the first observing them, in or before 1863*, to be of the £ as the well known fan-like radial markings of a fracture.
Following up the train of consideration and sc: suggested, he remarks that there are not many very d: in which we can suppose a fissure to have spread acros or prism of solid stone. First, if we for a moment s fissure to have begun at one side of the column, a advanced across to the opposite side, we must expect resulting fracture quite unsymmetrical, and presc different appearances at the places where it entered th< unbroken stone prism, and where it came to its i leaving the column broken behind its advancing front appearance is to be found in any of the ordinarily si. joints; but, on the contrary, there is commonly a very appearance of approximate symmetry of character in joint with respect to the different sides and angles of 1 Perfect symmetry is, of course, not to be expected, as 1 themselves are often far from being of any regular or £ form; but, so far as Professor Thomson's observations o in the Giant's Causeway have extended, he believes no is to be found indicating an advance of the fissure column from one side to the opposite, in any of the j exhibit, in other respects, the usual remarkable featu may, no doubt, be numerous cases of fracture due to by causes different from those which have produced tl remarkable transverse severances. Next, any idea cracking of the column could have simultaneously begu the circumference, and advanced to terminate in requires little more than to be brought before the consideration to be rejected as untenable. There seei